

PENNSYLVANIA ACADEMIC DECATHLON
2015 – 2016 REGIONAL COMPETITION
• ESSAY INSTRUCTIONS •
STUDENTS:  DO NOT TURN THIS SHEET OVER UNTIL THE 
                       PROCTOR INSTRUCTS YOU TO DO SO.  
•  Write your PAAD identification and prompt number at the top of the 
page of your final-version essay sheets.  
•  Write the 3-letter initials of your name next to “INITIALS” 
at the top 
of the page of your final-version essay sheets.  
•  DO NOT WRITE YOUR NAME on any of your final-version sheets; 
doing so will result in a zero score.  
•  Additional pages will be stapled together at the end of the session to 
ensure proper scoring.  
•  Scrap paper will not be scored.  Your rough draft essay must be 
transferred to the final-version sheets.
Write a fully developed, multi-paragraphed essay on one of the given prompts from the reverse of this sheet.  Begin with an introduction that contains a thesis statement.  Then prove your thesis statement with paragraphs that contain examples from your course studies.  End your essay with a conclusion that summarizes your ideas in an interesting way.  Use as many specific names, events, and places as you can to support your thesis statement.  Proofread your essay for correct spelling, grammar, capitalization, and punctuation.  Maintain legible handwriting.
COMPETITION #1

2014 - 2015

• ESSAY PROMPTS •

1. What features characterize artwork produced during the Baroque period?  How did Baroque art differ from Renaissance art?  Use your knowledge from the USAD® Art Resource Guide to support your answer.

2. Annie Dillard states some goals or reasons for writing her book in the first chapter of Pilgrim at Tinker Creek.  In a well-thought essay, state what you think her goals were and discuss whether she accomplishes those goals by the end of the book.  Use examples from the book to support your answer.
3. Describe the instrument classification system.  Who first categorized instruments?  What are the categories and distinguishing characteristics of each?  Use details from the USAD® Music Resource Guide to support your response.
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